WHAL*S
WRONG

WITH THE WORLD TODAY?

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

ET US pause a few moments,” and sanely take
stock of the conditions and the times in which we
live.

HEvervone knows something is WRONG!

. One-fourth of our workers still unemployed.
The year 1933 saw the greatest roll of unemployed
in all earth’s history! And we are burdened under
a colossal debt and soaring taxes.

We have the paradox of millions facing starva-
tion in the midst of the greatest plenty ever
known. WHY IS IT?

Business activity has tumbled to the lowest ebb
in all historyv—twice the drop below normal of

the worst previous depression.

In all previous depressions we have had an ex-
panding foreign market, and usually the develop-
ment of huge new industries to pull us out. But
today every other nation is in the grip of despair
with us.

THE WHOLE WORLD A SEETHING OF
(CHAOS AND DESPAIR

A tremendous economic and political earthquake
has rumbled through forty nations—the aftermath
of the world war. These terrific shocks ran from
Vienna to Berlin, to London, to Asia, to South
America—shaking 40 other mations into financial
and economic collapse before they finally brought
acute distress to us.

Every major nation in the world save only four
—the TUnited States, Great Britain, France and
Japan, has been overthrown in revolution, and
many of the smaller nations besides. There has
heen a great deal of talk of revolution even here
in America!

And in the midst of all this starvation, misery
and fear, five million armed soldiers—twice the




peace .armies of any former period in hi
stand in readiness for the next world w “l‘lstm‘y\
EI‘II'ODO today is a vast powdef—maeag!' e
wu_h smoldering hates, pent-up suéfpi;.]i’(’,e: ﬁll_ed
bolical ambitions, merely awaiting the h-'n,b’ dia-
th_at will set off the explosion that illréla?t e
wipe out whole civilizations, and even to.ens‘to
ma-m.kind from off the face of the earth! VXDB
foreign correspondents cable that the spari(s and.
now hissing all- around that powder-magazine! g

Consider the complete picture of the “;orld c'.o S
dition of today—the whole world bankrupt u?;
commerical structure a wreck, politics cor’rupt‘d
governmgnts overithrown, morals never so lax and
loose, misery, fear, hunger and want on every
hand, and the one great final conflagration of
world war about to be ignited. Look back over
history, and COMPARE! We are mnow going
through a time of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation!

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

THIS VERY CONDITION FORETOLD NINETEEN
HUNDRED YEARS AGO

About nineteen hundred years ago, the disciples.
of Jesus of Nazareih came to Him privately and
asked: ““Tell us, when shall these things bhe? and
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
end of the world?"” (Matthew 24-3).

And He answered, in the awe-inspiring Dpro-
PROCY. S, =it ol .

““Take heed that ye be mnot deceived . . . Na@mn
shall rise against nation, and kingdom agalnfgt
kingdom; and great earthguakes shall be In di-
verse places, and famines, and pestilences, and
fearful sights and great signs chall be from heav-
en.” (Luke 21:8-11).

Just recently these things have come to pass.
The world war was the first which truly ‘ﬁt the
description “nation against nations, and kingdom
against kingdom.” There have, of c¢ourse, heen
earthquakes down through the years, but they
have been growing recently far more frequent and
terrible, until just a few years ago the gl‘eatGSt
earthquake in all history occurred in China, deé-
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ctroying over a million souls. The most colosgal
fgamine in history occurred recently in Russig
The most disastrous _pestl.lence the world evex:
knew was the flu epidemic at the time of the
world war—more deadly than the war itself!

Now let us continue this remarkable prophecy
peginning with the '25th verse: ‘“And,” (at the
time of the end), ‘‘there shall be signs in the
aun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
che earth distress of mations, with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing
them for FEAR, and for looking after those things
which are coming on-the earth."”

Could words more accurately describe, IN
GENERAL, the conditions we now see in the
world? No past condition ever fit this description,
so we know it applies to the present world trouble.
Numerous other prophecies throughout the Bible
paint in the details. And all agree as to what shall
now immediately -follow—ecatch it, for this is now
SOON TO HAPPEN!

“And thea shall they SEE the Son of Man
(Christ) coming in a cloud WITH POWER AND
GREAT GLCORY.” (verse 27).

OTHER PROPHECIES FILL IN
THE PiCTURE

Let us now take a hurried glance at some of
the other prophecies scattered through the Bible
describing details of this world catastrophe.

The outstanding aspect of the trouble is the
unemployment situation and the paralysis to busi-
ness and industry.

In the S8th chapter of Zechariah, beginning
verse 7, is a picture of the beginning of the next
age, when Christ shall have returned to restore
peace to the world. Then in verse 10 we read:
“for before these days,” (just before the Second
Coming of Christ) “THERE WAS NO HIRE FOR
MAN, nor any hire for beast; neither was there
any peace to him that went out or came in .he-
cause of the affliction; for I set every one against
his neighbor.” How true that is today! So God
Almighty knew, some twenty-five hundred Years
ago, that this world-wide unemployment situation
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is time, that it would be in a
“.m”m fa’flsf?li?:iog.nand that every one would be
BIEEC :)t }‘115 néighbor! And, mark you, it is just
?i;’(’,?g the second coming of Christ! . P
)"Butl WHY all this unemprloyment? W H_\ s
oney not circulating? WHY must the majority
r-nffé; want in the midst of such plenty l_Qday.
b"rrhis i« the age of the machine. During the
tecade, 1920 to 1929, wages increased very little,
hours remained the same, but through the in-
.eased use of machines, PRODUCTION INCREAS-
(l:;D( FOUR TIMES AS FAST as during the pre-
vious twenty vears. THERE WAS A GREAT
DEAL MORE OF EVERY THING.

But W-H -0 was to buy more? The Workers
couldn’t, because there had not been enough in-
crease in wages. Neither could the farmers. Nor
the independent business man, nor fthe white
collar’’ worker. Foreign demand was decreasing.
The increased production should have pmwded_tne
increased purchasing power with which it might
have been consumed. But it didn’t. Why? Be-
cause almost all the gain which aceruned from the
rapidly mounting production WENT INTO COR-
PORATION TREASURIES! It went to make more
rich men than the world ever knew, and to maka
rich men richer. But the rich man could not
consume the rapidly-mounting surpluses—there
were not enough of him!

Meantime, the run of financial ceollapses abroad
threw fear into American capitalists, and they
became afraid to finance new industries whieh
might have absorbed the men being rapidly thrown
out of work by the machine. This rising tide of
unemployment reduced buying power. This, and
tightening credit, in turn reduced valuations on
real property and stocks, and so the rich man’s
Wealth began to shrink. These conditions, in turn,
made competition still Keener, which forced the.

ltlllls.tallation Of still more labor-saving machines,
‘irowing still more men out of work. Round and
round in this vici

B ous circle it kept on going.
selﬁel?m‘%e our rich _men, in their shortsighted
shness, withheld from the workers their right-
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ful portion of the gain from the ill(‘l.‘(’ﬂ:q?*ﬂ?(;
production, they have only brought miSCI¥ ©
woe to themselves—and now it is the rich m\.h.
who wail and howl and weep the loudest. T'l_lll
wealth has been fast shrinking. They have Wil
drawn silver and gold from curculation, and_l“_
stark fear have kept it in hoarding. It is becoming
rusty and cankered from disuse! More thgn one-
seventh of the nation’s actual gold and silver 13
still in illegal hoarding! And more milll(n.mll'(‘b
have committed suicide since 1929 than 1 all
previous years combined!

THE CAUSES OF THE DEPRESSION
VIVIDLY PROPHESIED

Now see how accurately God Almighty was able
to paint in this detail of the 1933-4 picture nine-
teen hundred years ago!

“Go to now, ve rich men, weep and howl for
your miseries that shall come wupon you. Your
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and
shall eat your flesh as it were fire, Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold the
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud.
the coming of the Lord draweth night.” (James
b:1-4, 8).

Never in all history, until after 1929, has the
condition here described been seen in the world.
These are THE LAST DAYS! The COMING OF
THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH! Are YOU ready?

THERE ARE JUST TWO CLASSES
—IN WHICH ARE YOU?

Today, as the end of this world swoops rapidiy
down upon us—the tribulation already here—the
“Day of the Lord,” with its terrible, a]mo§1 u
speakable plagues of torture and pain, now ‘abon-
to fqll on all who refuse to surrender wholly u;
Almighty God and come under His divine \tU
tection—there are just TWO CLASSES of | JDIO-
in the world. And YOU, yourself, are ip on pguple
or the other. There's no middle ground ¢ lasg
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Will v
YOU
leaveng be able
Ol‘cedlbtoope" as a 2:,0%? stand it, when, a3 the
last magulnok ubon. His (11{0‘»".”6:1?, 15), you are
B o Pout to f:,l“g orified face—the sever
men seek %ut to occur? _L“A__th-e second coming Of
Or hay eath, and shall nd in those days shall
ance ande you, tlll‘ol;gh I.en(l)t find it.”” (Rev. 9:6).
Saviour fo . pung Jesus o and complete repent-
self rom siy sus Christ as your De€rs 1
under divi 1 and from sinni persond
you can & LIFE in the Ki vith God’s promise of
say with ingdom of God
up for me Paul: “Hencefor , so that
Lord, the . a crown of 1'ig'hte')'01th there is laid
o righteous judge sl1a(;;lsp~ess’ which the
that LOVrnOt to me on]y’l give me at that
| V1 H[S AA[’) E )Ut unto a.l] th
It yYou are ‘I'ELiRIVG” (II T en} also
S imighty GrO(lnme in the LOST class g:l"4:bt)>'
mercy, T _for His grea 435 sprateg (0610
ING andHﬁﬁhh 1§ YET TiMb, ifloy"(()a gnd s tendey
Eternity is eed the warning wi u are WILL-
71 ty is starin g without del
Pel‘e is not muc g YOU in the face this i ay.
will determine uch time for you to dls_ instant.
Everyone seny%(:aur E)h“'n fate. ecide. You
some great ses that some grea
@he world. Tsl?eMl"_rlHlNG is abog;lt tto Illﬁ)heaval—
in the Bible Spsont conditions, sl ks to
delay longe : ; AL to t;'if 3 1esied
Almightyg ébdl—)g%:f retol ‘another mli?luttl(larther. or
warning you, invitiiator of : the universe a%]alns.t
fully to Him, and d g you, in LOVE: fo & e is
Go, just now too it NOw. » Lo surrender
had £ : a’ 1.. < .
fore you lay this papep :i"dte Toom o place
sins to God. Throw yo r gown, ey RS be-
rend . yourself upon 3 ess your
nder to Him and everythi His merc
in the Bible, Completely hing He commanl(}]" Sur-
gaviour from sin. Ready. Accept Jesus ass you
Acts 2:38; 1 John 1:9 ’7'a1113(3)n0bey' Tohn 33.’(1)81'
0 6 & : R n1ans : <1063
John 37 and bH:24; Isa. 65:6-7, 10 297 1) 13



